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‘No shot too cheap’ to aim at Josh Mandel

As the son of Nazi concentration camp survivors
much of whose family was murdered in the Holocaust,
I am alarmed that Josh Mandel, himself the grandson
of Holocaust survivors but more closely aligned with
the oppressors than the oppressed, is leading the Re-
publican field to replace Sen. Rob Portman. 

His rhetoric comparing mask or vaccine mandates
to German Nazi policies enforced by the murderous
Gestapo is both delusional and disturbing. His opposi-
tion to granting safe harbor to imperiled Afghan refu-
gees is fundamentally un-American.

Given Mandel’s family history as the beneficiary of
compassionate immigration policy that brought his
family to Cleveland, it’s hard to understand his hateful
positions without factoring in its appeal to the Repub-
lican base. 

Former Cleveland Plain Dealer political writer Brent
Larkin described Mandel as a “bottom feeder” of “un-
surpassed intellectual dishonesty,” for whom “no gut-
ter is too deep, no shot too cheap.” That may be the
nicest thing one can say about Josh Mandel.

Chuck Ardo, Lancaster

GOP progressives urged to vote out 
Donald Trump and his ‘fascists’

The Feb. 6 Dispatch article “Trump’s GOP: Party
further tightens tie to former president” quotes Mary-
land Gov. Larry Hogan’s (R) tweet, “The GOP I believe
in is the party of freedom and truth. It’s a sad day for
my party — and the country — when you’re punished
just for expressing your beliefs, standing on principle,
and refusing to tell blatant lies.”

This lifelong progressive Republican shares Gov.
Hogan’s sentiments. Dwight D. Eisenhower — a real
Republican — was president during my teenage years.

His integrity was so appealing that each political
party asked him to be their candidate for president.

I voted for Joe Biden in 2020 because nearly all of
Ike’s 1956 campaign goals were found in Biden’s plat-
form.

Now the “Republican In Name Only” (RINO) hijack-
ers of my GOP want me to forget Ike’s victory over Nazi

fascism to support Der Führer Trump.
I voted for Biden who, like Lincoln, pursues rebels

who interrupt legal governmental functions. I voted
against Trump, who brags about more rebellions.

I urge fellow progressives to vote Trump and his fas-
cists out of our nation’s political system. 

Stanley D. Krider, Delaware

Lisa Murkowski, Joe Manchin refuse 
to be ‘party puppets’

Lisa Murkowski and Joe Manchin – both U.S. sena-
tors – are rare breeds, politicians with guts enough to
follow their own convictions and not be party puppets. 

Charlie M. Miller, West Jefferson

COTA should alert customers 
to cancellations via app or alert system

I understand that, from time to time, COTA has to
cancel a scheduled bus run or route. From a shortage of
bus drivers to weather to whatever, I am sure that
there are valid reasons for doing so.

What I cannot understand is COTA’s lack of consid-
eration for their customers when they choose not to
attempt to notify their customers of these necessary
changes.

I have spoken to and exchanged emails with the
head of COTA’s customer service department and CO-
TA’s complaint department several times over a period
that extends past a year. All I get is excuses and “win-
dow dressing.”

With the technology available to COTA, they could
notify their customers via their Transit App or their
COTA Alert system. Instead of doing so, COTA chooses
to have their customers stand and sit for over an hour
at bus stops, in all kinds of weather conditions.

I will bet a dollar to a dime, if the CEO of COTA had to
miss a doctor’s appointment, was an hour late to work,
or missed a lunch with a friend as a result of waiting
over an hour for a scheduled bus to arrive, the needed
and necessary changes would be put into motion be-
fore they were back in their office and sitting at their
desk!

David Tavener, Dublin
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A little more than three years following the passage
of bipartisan payday loan reform, the Ohio Fairness in
Lending Act , Ohio consumers have widespread access
to safer, more affordable small-dollar loans, according
to a recent Ohio Department of Commerce report. 

The landmark legislation has resulted in millions of
dollars back in the pockets of consumers each year
while preserving access to credit, just as Ohio lawmak-
ers and advocates for reform – of which I was one –
intended.

In 2020, the first full year of data reporting after the
new law, lenders extended $99.7 million in credit
through a quarter million loans.

Prior to reform, Ohio had the worst payday loans in
the nation, with interest rates of 600% as common
practice. Now the state has some of the strongest con-
sumer protections and lowest prices in the country.
Ohio’s law is pointed to as a national model, and bipar-
tisan lawmakers in Virginia and Hawaii have already
followed Ohio’s lead.

According to the Ohio commerce report, the average
loan made under Ohio’s short-term loan act is $403.
Before reform, it cost over $600 in fees to borrow $400.
After reform, the average loan costs $112.

The success of the law has been hailed by lawmak-
ers, coalition leaders and members of the business
community from across the state. It has effectively put
an end to the payday lending debt trap.

Despite plenty of kicking and screaming from the
payday lending industry, who said the sky would fall if
these reforms were enacted, Ohio policymakers did
the right thing for both borrowers and businesses.

The facts show that we succeeded in striking a bal-

ance between making credit safer while accommodat-
ing law-abiding lenders. Workers and families can
keep hundreds of their hard-earned dollars in their
pockets, instead of having that money siphoned out of
their local community’s economy.

I want to thank Ohio Rep. Kyle Koehler, R-Spring-
field, and retired Rep. Mike Ashford, who championed
reform, as well as all of my fellow coalition members.

This reform effort would not have come about with-
out all of their hard work and determination facing off
against a very well-heeled payday lending industry in-
tent on avoiding any semblance of common-sense reg-
ulation and oversight.

Ohioans can be proud of this bipartisan law that is
working as intended and has become a model of how
to provide safer and more affordable credit while pro-
tecting consumers from predatory lending practices.

Nate Coffman is executive director of the Ohio CDC
Association in Columbus and a leader of Ohioans for
Payday Loan Reform.

Ohio national model for payday loan reform
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They stormed through police barricades, these
“ordinary citizens engaged in legitimate political
discourse.”

They shattered windows and chanted death to
the vice president, these “ordinary citizens engaged
in legitimate political discourse.”

They smeared their own feces on the wall, “ordi-
nary citizens engaged in legitimate political dis-
course.”

Over the last 13 months, we’ve heard Republi-
cans offer all sorts of rationalizations for the insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol. We’ve heard the white
nationalist thugs who perpetrated it called patriotic
and good and likened to tourists. We’ve borne re-
peated insults to intelligence, memory and the ser-
vice of police who defended against these gangsters
as they tried to overthrow an American election.

But even that was scant preparation for the reso-
lution the party adopted last week. It accused the
Jan. 6th Select Committee – the one Democrats in
the House impaneled after Republicans refused to
support a full congressional probe - of “the persecu-
tion of ordinary citizens engaged in legitimate polit-
ical discourse.” Mind you, that “legitimate political
discourse” gouged eyes and broke bones, erected a
gallows and paraded a traitor’s flag through the
people’s house.

The resolution’s larger purpose was to formally
censure Reps. Adam Kinzinger and Liz Cheney,
which it described as people who “purport to be”
Republicans. Their sin? To serve on the aforemen-
tioned committee. You’d think every American, re-
gardless of political affiliation, would want to know
all they could about what happened on Jan. 6th.
You’d think every American would demand ac-
countability.

You’d be mistaken. The GOP has other priorities.
Keep in mind that on the national level, Repub-

licans are losers. Only once in 30 years has the party
won the popular vote on the way to the presidency.
Small wonder. The GOP stands on the wrong side of
every important social and demographic trend re-
shaping this country.

They could choose to confront that challenge by
strategizing ways to appeal to the rising new elec-
torate. Or, they could do what they’ve been doing:
work overtime to energize their old electorate. Scare
them half to death by telling them how they’re being
victimized by “critical race theory,” “cancel culture,”
“radical wokeism” and every other piece of scary-
sounding jargon they can manufacture or inflate.
Embrace a strategy of sophistry and gaslights, sup-
press votes, push the Big Lie and the bigger con-
tempt for democratic norms.

Last week’s resolution was right out of that play-
book. But even at that, the statement was chilling.

Not because it provided fresh, albeit superflu-
ous, evidence of Republican estrangement from ob-
jective reality, but because it implicitly endorsed
political violence, even normalized it. And while
Donald Trump does that on a regular basis, one is
hard-pressed to recall when it has ever been stated
in print by the party’s administrative leadership.

The distinction matters. It makes this moment
feel like a Rubicon decisively crossed and renewed
political violence more likely than not.

“We’re gonna drag (expletive) through the
streets,” declares one man on a Jan. 6th video newly
released by the Justice Department. “Cut their head
off!” he cries, this “ordinary citizen engaged in le-
gitimate political discourse.”

Imagine what he’d say if he was a violent insur-
rectionist out to burn the country down.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist for the Miami
Herald, 3511 NW 91st Ave., Miami, Fla., 33172. Con-
tact him via e-mail at lpittsmiamiherald.com.

Leonard Pitts
Columnist

These are no
‘ordinary citizens’


