PROTECT AND INCREASE ACCESS TO FLEXIBLE
HOME REPAIR RESOURCES.

OHIO CDC ASSOCIATION

The Ohio CDC Association is a statewide membership
organization dedicated to fostering vibrant neighborhoods and
enhancing quality of life through advocacy and capacity
building. Our 280 members support communities through
affordable housing, economic development, financial

empowerment, food access, and community engagement.

SUMMARY

Home repair resources in Ohio provide critical support to homeowners by funding repairs that
address safety hazards, improve energy efficiency, and maintain housing quality. Home repair

resources play a key role in preserving affordable housing and enhancing community stability.

BACKGROUND

Community development corporations use public and private resources to assist low-income
homeowners with repairs like roof and gutter replacement, HVAC upgrades, and safety
improvements for aging in place. Current home repair resources in Ohio include programs like
the Housing Assistance Grant Program, the Ohio Housing Trust Fund, and various local

initiatives that provide grants or low-interest loans for essential home repairs.

IMPACT

Access to flexible home repair resources in Ohio is vital to ensure residents, especially low-

income families and seniors, can maintain safe and livable homes. The deterioration and loss
of housing is a threat to the health, safety, security, and financial well-being of millions of low-
income residents. Research has linked substandard housing to health problems, as well as to

financial hardship, energy insecurity, disaster vulnerability, social isolation, and neighborho@,
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.The most efficient way to address the shortage of affordable housing is to maintain existing
units. Keeping low-income residents housed in existing properties through repairs is more
cost-effective than allowing buildings to fall into disrepair and spending significant amounts

of money to replace them with new units.

Home repairs often do not just benefit the individual homeowner but instead, increase the
stability of the entire neighborhood when exterior issues are addressed. This investment not
only improves public health and safety but also preserves housing affordability and prevents

displacement.

THE CURRENT SITUATION

Ohio has a great deal of aging housing stock, and many
homeowners do not have the financial wherewithal to
keep up with major home repairs that may be needed.
While there currently are home repair resources in Ohio,
those resources are not flexible or efficient enough to
ensure vulnerable and low-income populations can
receive the help they need when they have repairs that

are necessary for quality housing.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The ecosystem of home repair programs and providers is diverse, but they are uniformly
under-resourced. The Ohio CDC Association is advocating for ensured maximum flexibility in
home repair programs to create greater efficiency so that the many home repair needs of
homeowners can be addressed at the same time. Underfunding and inflexibility limits the
scale, reach, and impact of home repair programs. Maximum flexibility will provide enough
financial resources to ensure the viability of the structure and that any other health and safety
issues are addressed while producing positive social returns. Additionally,
maintaining/expanding home repair programs will allow for construction-related workforce

development while addressing the problem of housing deterioration.
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