STRENGTHEN FUNDING FOR THE OHIO HOUSING TRUST FUND TO
SUPPORT AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESOURCES

OHIO CDC ASSOCIATION

The Ohio CDC Association is a statewide membership
organization dedicated to fostering vibrant neighborhoods and
enhancing quality of life through advocacy and capacity
building. Our 280 members support communities through
affordable housing, economic development, financial

empowerment, food access, and community engagement.

SUMMARY

The Ohio Housing Trust Fund (OHTF) is the primary source of dedicated state funding for
affordable housing opportunities and improves housing conditions for low-income families
throughout Ohio. Local governments, housing authorities, nonprofit organizations, private
developers and private lenders are eligible to apply for funds. Affordable housing is generally
defined as housing on which the occupant is paying no more than 30 percent of gross income

for housing costs,

BACKGROUND

Administered by the Ohio Department of Development, OHTF was created to help make
homeownership more accessible for Ohioans. OHTF is funded by 50% of all recording fees
collected in Ohio. Revenue from OHTF supports state housing programs and includes a 5% set
aside to fund community development activities. State law also requires at least half of
funding be awarded to rural areas with at least 75% of the funds directed toward people at or
below 50% AMI. Its funds are a permanent, renewable financing source that supports housing
activities including construction, preservation, rehabilitation, rental assistance, emergency

repair, accessibility modifications, and homeless prevention.
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IMPACT

OHTF positively impacts Ohio’s economy by growing revenue for the state. In FY 2020-2023,
$45 million in OHTF funding leveraged $167 million from private and public sources. It
created/supported 3,176 jobs, and each dollar generated a return of $9.55 in overall economic
output.

In FY 2024, OHTF funding provided:

e Emergency shelter for over 27,000 Ohioans

Supportive housing to keep over 2,600 formerly unsheltered households safely housed

Homelessness prevention and rapid rehousing services for over 3,400 households

Repair and accessibility modifications to over 1,600 units for seniors/people with disabilities

Development and rehabilitation of over 500 affordable rental units

THE CURRENT SITUATION

OHTF has relied on a 50-50 split with county recorder
fees since 2003, where revenue collected from county
recorders is split 50-50 with the county and OHTF. OHTF
fee revenue fluctuates from year to year, with high
interest rates and home prices slowing the market and
decreasing revenue. Shifts to digital recording and real
estate market fluctuations further contribute to OHTF
instability. Recent legislation (SB 94, 135th GA) further

threatens solvency by allowing recorders to retain the $5

document preservation fee.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Ohio CDC Association recommmends enforcing the 50/50 split on the new document
preservation fee created in SB 94. Further, additional funding sources should be considered to
ensure that OHTF programs are fully funded, providing additional housing opportunities for
Ohioans. Safeguarding the fund ensures greater stability for funding to ensure Ohio has the

ability to address housing instability.
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