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LAUNCH A STATEWIDE PILOT PROGRAM TO INVEST IN MIDDLE

NEIGHBORHOODS.

Middle neighborhoods are areas that are neither the most distressed nor the strongest in a

city. A statewide pilot for these middle neighborhoods focused on housing and main street

development would address two challenges: increasing housing supply and supporting local

entrepreneurs and small businesses. 

Background

Impact

Ohio’s middle neighborhoods do not benefit from the strong residential and commercial

markets in healthy communities nor federal and state programs meant to help disinvested

communities. While middle neighborhoods play pivotal roles in their cities, they are in

desperate need of stabilization and economic intervention.  

Many middle neighborhoods are in slow decline, demonstrated by stagnant housing markets

and declining main streets. If that slow decline is not interrupted, they can face severe

disinvestment and distress, impacting residents and the local economy. A middle

neighborhood pilot program can have many positive impacts, including homeownership

opportunities, improved housing conditions, stabilized residential market conditions,

increased economic investment, and increased commercial activity. 

Ohio CDC Association

The Ohio CDC Association is a statewide membership

organization dedicated to fostering vibrant neighborhoods and

enhancing quality of life through advocacy and capacity

building. Our 280 members support communities through

affordable housing, economic development, financial

empowerment, food access, and community engagement.

Summary
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A statewide pilot program for middle

neighborhoods should focus on housing and

main street development, addressing two of

Ohio’s major challenges: increasing housing

supply and supporting local entrepreneurs and

small businesses. Concentrating on strategic

investments in main streets and nearby single-

family housing in a self-reinforcing way would

strengthen commercial and housing markets.

Recommendations

 Some middle neighborhoods show strength in their

residential and commercial markets, but others show a

continued decline that requires targeted, strategic

investments to forestall and reverse decline. This will

prevent local governments and the state from needing

to intervene more drastically in the future. There is also

a need for housing availability for Ohio’s growing

workforce. A middle neighborhood strategy can help

preserve available housing stock and open up more

opportunities for people looking for housing.

The Current Situation

By investing in a middle neighborhoods pilot program now, there will not be a need to invest

significantly more in neighborhoods when they are critically distressed.

In Cleveland, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress’ (CNP) Middle Neighborhoods Initiative will

acquire and rehabilitate approximately 200 homes and provide commercial property and

business owners with storefront renovation funding. CNP measures the success and impact of

the initiative in several ways, including increases in average household incomes, increases in

commercial occupancy, increases in home values, and increases in building and construction

permits taken out for properties in targeted middle neighborhoods areas.


