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Background
Thank you for joining our first-ever
policy agenda town hall! We will be
going over each goal of the policy
agenda and leave lots of time for
discussion and questions. 

This policy agenda was informed by
our member policy survey, where
we asked questions regarding how
state and federal policy impacts our
members’ work. 
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Policy Goals
 Support programs that spur investments in the
construction and rehab of single-family homes

1.

 Strengthen funding for the Ohio Housing Trust Fund to
support affordable housing resources

2.

 Launch a statewide pilot program to invest in middle
neighborhoods.

3.

 Protect and increase access to flexible home repair
resources

4.

 Create capacity building resources for community
development nonprofit organizations

5.



Panel Discussion



1 Support state investments in programs that create
opportunities for the construction and rehab of 
single-family homes: Welcome Home Ohio

The Welcome Home Ohio Program (WHO) was created in
the last operating budget with $100 million in grants and
$50 million in nonrefundable tax credits for purchasing
and/or rehabilitating qualified residential properties with
the goal of increasing affordable housing stock. County
land banks qualify for both grants and tax credits, while
nonprofit developers can apply only for tax credits.



1
Support state investments in programs that create
opportunities for the construction and rehab of 
single-family homes: Single Family Housing Tax
Credit

The Single-Family Housing Tax Credit (SFHTC) is designed to
leverage public-private partnerships to increase single-family
housing inventory through rehab and construction. This tax
credit can also be used for buyer subsidy in cases where the
appraised value exceeds homebuyer affordability. The state
enacted Ohio’s SFHTC in 2023 to support the development of
more single-family housing. The program provides $50 million
a year for four years to fill the financing gap between the cost
of costruction/rehab and the market value of the home. 



2 Ensure resources for affordable housing remain
strong by addressing the funding mechanism for the 
Ohio Housing Trust Fund 

The Ohio Housing Trust Fund (OHTF) is the primary source
of state funding for affordable housing opportunities and
improves housing conditions for low-income families
throughout Ohio. Local governments, housing authorities,
nonprofit organizations, private developers and private
lenders are eligible to apply for funds. 



3 Launch a statewide pilot program making
comprehensive commercial and residential
investments in middle neighborhoods 

Middle neighborhoods are areas that are neither the most
distressed nor the strongest in a city. A statewide pilot for
these middle neighborhoods focused on housing and
main street development would address two challenges:
increasing housing supply and supporting local
entrepreneurs and small businesses. 



4 Protect and increase access to flexible 
home repair resources

Home repair resources in Ohio provide critical support to
homeowners by funding repairs that address safety
hazards, improve energy efficiency, and maintain housing
quality. Home repair resources play a key role in preserving
affordable housing and enhancing community stability. 



5 Create capacity building resources for
community development nonprofit organizations

Community development corporations (CDCs) serve crucial
roles in addressing the housing and economic development
needs of the communities they serve. Capacity building
resources can help CDCs make significantly more impacts
and improvements in the communities they serve. 



Q&A



Member Input
How would you see these policy changes impacting your
work locally? How do these issues already impact your
work?
Could you give examples of projects you could do if you had
these resources?
What policy goal applies to your work the most?



Next steps



Advocacy
Day

February 26th, 2025
Training Days

February 20 and 24



EPiC Learning: Speaking with
Intention and Speaking with
Intention Webinars

Speaking with Intention:
January 28 at 10AM

REGISTER ON YOUR MEMBERCLICKS PORTAL

Networking with Intention:
February 18 at 10AM

SPEAKER :
DR. ERIKA PRYOR


