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Welcome Home Ohio (WHO)
1. Grants for the purchase of qualifying 

residential properties.
Funded $22,812,500 per SFY

2. Grants for the cost of construction or 
rehabilitation.

Funded $22,815,500 per SFY

3. A non-refundable tax credit for 
qualifying activities.

$20,000,000 in credits per biennium
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WHO Programs

Purchasing (WHO-P)

• Grant funds to pay the 
cost of purchasing 
residential 
property(ies)

• $100,000 maximum 
grant per residential 
property

Rehab/Construction 
(WHO-RC)

• Grant funds to pay the 
cost of rehabilitation 
or construction of 
qualifying residential 
property(ies)

• $100,000 maximum 
grant per qualifying 
residential property

Tax Credits (WHO-TC)

• Issued once the 
qualifying residential 
property is sold to a 
qualifying individual

• Tax credit award 
equals the lesser of 
$90,000 or 90% of the 
cost to rehab and/or 
construct the property



Combination of Activities
• WHO funds can be combined with other local, state, and federally 

funded grants and tax credit programs.

• Individual properties can receive funding from a single WHO 
program, or WHO-P and one rehab/construction program (WHO-
RC or WHO-TC, but not both).



Applicant Qualifications

Land banks, county land reutilization corporations, and electing 
subdivisions, Community Development Corporations (CDCs), eligible 
developers may apply for any of the WHO programs.  
• Program Change SFY24/25 vs SFY26/27



Qualified Residential Properties

Eligible properties include:
• A single-family house
• One unit of a duplex, triplex, or fourplex
• A townhouse
• A row house
• One condo in a complex/community
• Modular homes (industrialized units)
• Manufactured homes

Ineligible properties include:

• Rental properties
• Residential properties with more than 

10 connected residential units
• Apartments with more than 10 units
• Commercial property
• Mobile homes

Qualifying properties are owner-occupied and have at least 800 square feet 
habitable space. 



Qualified Individual
An individual or household must meet all the following criteria:

1. Annual 120% AMI
2. Demonstrate financial means to purchase home
3. Primary occupant for three years
4. 15-year affordability deed restriction
5. Participate in a homeownership course with a curriculum that includes basic 

home maintenance training and financial literacy for six months.
6. Director of Development as third-party beneficiary of purchase agreement.

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html


Disbursement of Funds
Rolling Reimbursement Process
• WHO-P and WHO-RC can make 

requests for funds in advance or as 
reimbursements.

• WHO-TC can only be requested after 
the home is sold to a qualified 
buyer.

Address Reporting
• Addresses must be added prior to 

making requests.
• Required information (if applicable):

• Purchase price
• Amount of WHO dollars used
• Sale price
• Owner information
• Narrative
• Documentation



Monitoring and Tracking
Applicants will be responsible for the following:

• Monthly Reporting to Development on the status of the project
• Income-qualifying buyers for the initial sale of the property
• Financial literacy counseling and basic home maintenance training
• Reporting to Development the date the property is sold
• Monitoring that the buyer remains the owner-occupant of the property for 

the first three years and is not renting any portion of the home
• Assist in monitoring the 15-year affordability requirement (ex. income 

qualifying future buyers).



WHO Impact to date…
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261 
homes

148 2024 
113 2025 

291 
homes

175 2024
116 2025

2024
• No tax 

credits 
issued

2025
• 10 

awards

All fund 
expended

Remaining 
funds: 
$40,020,000.00 $499,399.02





WHO Homes from SFY24/25



Welcome Home Ohio Program Application

General Inquiries
OCE@development.ohio.gov

development.ohio.gov/WelcomeHome



Project Selection

• Administrative capacity to perform required monitoring.

Capacity

• Applications with specific properties lined up and would be able to 
begin work within 1-6 months of award will be prioritized.

Readiness to Proceed

• Urban, suburban, and rural areas alike.

Statewide Coverage



WHO Application

Applicant Info

• Federal Tax ID
• Unique Entity 

Identifier
• OAKS ID (if available)
• Organization Name
• Address
• Points of Contact
• Service Area (Counties)

Capacity

• Financial Literacy 
Counseling

• Administrative 
Capacity to monitor 
program compliance

• Contractor and 
Rehabilitation Team

Timeline

• Pipeline of Projects
• Purchasing of First 

Property
• Beginning of First 

Rehab/Construction
• First Property for Sale



Welcome Home Ohio Program Contacts
General Inquiries
OCE@development.ohio.gov

Kellie Jones, Residential Revitalization Manager
(380) 218-2119
kellie.jones@development.ohio.gov

Ohio Department of Development
Office of Community Enhancements
77 South High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Links:
development.ohio.gov/WelcomeHome

mailto:amber.saulnier@development.ohio.gov


Development.Ohio.gov
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